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International law and order
SIDS took their place in the development and formulation of international principles and standards as now set out in UNCLOS. 

Significant SIDS role of island personalities (Arvid Pardo of Malta, Tommy Koh of Singapore, Satya Nandan of Fiji, amongst others), and in their contribution to the development of principles in respect of the regime of islands, EEZ, etc.

With the assistance of regional organisations, SIDS have sought to engage in and contribute to the processes of Rio, Johannesburg, CSD; and work/development of UNFCCC, CBD, Fish Stocks Agreement, etc.

All vital linkages: integration; international cooperation; conservation and sustainable development principles; ecosystem and precautionary approaches, etc 

For the small and vulnerable communities, law and international order is, ultimately, the most effective protection.

Stewardship of oceans

SIDS are ocean dwellers: deep and natural attachment to the ocean environment and accept their destined stewardship of it.

Participation in this conference in line with SIDS demonstrated and long-standing commitment to the health and well being of the oceans.
Their concerns about the oceans and what we say here about the challenges now confronting the oceans is reflective of that deep commitment – not necessarily in self-interest, but more from the SIDS front-line situation and their sense of global obligation to raise the first call of alarm. 

For the reality is that the consequences that now impact and damage SIDS will, inexorably, affect other communities.

Climate and oceans  
In this intervention I have been asked to concentrate on climate change implications and aspects of adaptation.
Climate change is the most profound influence on the marine environment and its resources. We know this from IPCC findings. 

Significant observable disruption of global climate by human activities. Not gradual or benign. Rather, what is happening is non-uniform, rapid and damaging. IPCC puts emphasis on thresholds and non-linearity; and warns of “surprises” and “tipping-points”.  

Continued business-as-usual has potential for much greater disruption and far greater harm – more probably sooner than later. Indeed, whether Katrina or the Asian tsunami, the unimaginable has become awful reality. 

As global society struggles to cope with present changes and to plan for future uncertainties, the challenge before all communities should be to think the unthinkable and to plan for a range of responses of the greatest ambition.

There are 3 options:

· Mitigation to reduce the pace and magnitude of change/impacts;

· Adaptation to reduce adverse change/impacts; and 

· Suffering the change/impacts not avoided by mitigation and adaptation.
Mitigation is crucial, but it cannot stop climate change quickly or completely.

Adaptation efforts are taking place in all countries, but will be costlier and less effective with the growing magnitude of emissions/change.
Humanity cannot adapt to business-as-usual that could see greenhouse gas concentrations ultimately triple or quadruple to pre-industrial levels by 2100.

Context      

This must be the context of viewing a massive global challenge which highlights the exposure of the small and vulnerable, and of the plight of communities like SIDS which are the least responsible and least able to adapt and to respond. 

Adaptation 
Even assuming the greatest success in global mitigation efforts, an immediate and large scale increase in adaptation efforts is required, in developing countries as well as in developed countries. 
For SIDS, effective adaptation needs to respond to fundamental considerations of:

· Human protection from threats and damage to territory, infrastructure, water  and food sources;

· Sea level rise the greatest danger

· Inundation (not necessarily encroachment) of particular urgency;
·  Equity and fairness;

· Relocation of populations to higher ground for most countries

· SIDS – retreat not an option – migration (briefing document by the W/Group on Oceans, Climate and Security issues: relocation/migration from islands in PNG, Vanuatu; and Tuvalu and Kiribati)

· Survivability and loss of options for survival means a State (such as Tuvalu) will effectively lose the ability to protect its citizens – the very essence of statehood
· Adequacy, appropriateness and effectiveness of measures – we need to understand the risks and what to do about them; up-to-date and more specific data to fit unique island circumstances; 

· De-globalise science, research and technology to fit regional and local circumstances; more precise/enhanced metrics for measuring/understanding vulnerabilities 

· Urgency in building and strengthening capacities for coping and resilience, now and for the longer term

· Ownership/involvement of all sectors and stakeholders in the community; culture; partnerships

International cooperation and advocacy 
Critical inter-play between oceans and the atmosphere, while acknowledged (IPCC, etc) is not completely/effectively reflected in the workings of international institutions (UN system, etc) and between the convention-systems (UNCLOS, UNFCCC, CBD). 

As much as climate change must be “mainstreamed” in regional and national sustainable development efforts, so must climate change impacts on coastal and marine ecosystems be mainstreamed in global systems and bureaucracy. 

Beyond the UN Informal Consultative Process, there is limited international opportunity/platform for canvassing oceans issues in an integrated manner. We all need to put more efforts into this.

Ultimate objective of the UNFCCC to stabilise GHG concentrations in the atmosphere to avoid a dangerous situation. Not a matter for science alone. Political leadership in all countries must take action and urgently implement difficult decisions.

Nor is it a matter for developed countries alone. The responsibility for the atmosphere is a common responsibility for all countries, albeit on a differentiated basis.

Thank you.

