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Marine conservation vocation of Monaco as a long history beginning more than 80 years ago with Prince Albert I and Its well known oceanographic cruise and Foundation for oceanography. Prince Rainier III comes latter and acted at the local and intergovernmental levels. Currently, Prince Albert II confirms the Monaco's concerns for the environment and spotlight on the main challenges of our times with a focus on the technological and financial innovations aimed to reach the millennium goals.

At the national level the Principality took for some decades all necessary measures for the protection of the marine environment against land based or maritime pollutions. So the whole urban effluents is treated, and the biodiversity receives its part of consideration through three Marine Specially Protected Areas covering the totality of the Posidonia meadows , the whole red coral biocoenosis and the Pelagos pelagic sanctuary.

These facts are well documented through different report of the Principality on the implementation of its international commitments and the collaborations within the RAMOGE Agreement for the protection of the maritime environment from La Spezia ( Italy ) to the mouth of the Rhone (France).

Let me now emphasize two thematic areas:

The protection of the biodiversity in high sea and the new project of urbanization at sea.

1) The conservation of the biodiversity in high seas
The notion of marine Specially protected areas beyond national jurisdictions mobilized, still more than 15 years, the Delegations of the Principality of Monaco in the relevant fora. In which Monaco acts, simultaneously at three levels: local, regional and global considering a step by step approach.

Without entering the detail:

In the 80s HSH Prince Rainier III appeals against the development of driftnets used in the Mediterranean in international waters by fleets of riparian and third countries.

In 1993, the Monegasque Delegation, which chaired the meeting of the focal points of the Mediterranean Activity centre for SPA launched the idea to amend the Protocol of the Barcelona Convention related to Specially Protected Areas to include species protection. After several working sessions of an Ad hoc Group of Experts, most of the time coordinated by Monaco, a totally new Protocol was adopted which, not only, included species protection, but established Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance (SPAMI) able to integrate high seas (I must recall that the Mediterranean as no EEZ). This Protocol foresees, in particular, that the Parties undertake not to authorize actions being able to impede the measures foreseen for the management of these SPAMI by the concerned States. Always on a regional level, CMS and the Principality joined to set up the total protection of cetaceans in the Black Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlantic zone; Agreement creates under the name of ACCOBAMS, hosted by Monaco.

At the global level, in 1995, during the negotiations of the CBD program on marine biodiversity, the so call Djakarta mandate, the Principality of Monaco stressed on the relations between fishing and the conservation of the biodiversity and begin to focus on high seas. In 2001, during the Bali Johannesburg summit prepcom, our Delegation, in conjunction with Australia and Samoa, pushed the item in the draft JPOA to support MSPA implementation " beyond national jurisdictions, on scientific bases and in the respect of the international law ".

In this process step by step, came the time for a regional pilot experiment: the Pélagos Sanctuary. This initiative was many a time commented in the specialized literature and serves as case study during intergovernmental meetings (CBD and World Park Congress). 
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The Pelagos Sanctuary

This Sanctuary covers 87 000 km² in the North Western Mediterranean Sea, including an important part of zones beyond the national jurisdiction of three coastal states: France, Italy and Monaco. Since the French-italo-monégasque Agreement, commitment by all the riparian States of the Mediterranean Sea and the European Community to respect its measures was gradually acquired, by the registration on the SPAMI list of the Barcelona Convention. It is obvious that the threat of intervention in the zone of third countries vessels is still present and will remain as long as a world instrument will not be established. This risk is, however limited, due to the support of the GFCM (Mediterranean and Black Sea Regional fisheries Body) in which participates not the only the riparian States and European Union but also Japan. It is necessary to underline that the GFCM is the only Regional Marine Fishery organism, which took measures for the management of marine resources in high sea by forbidding any bottom trawling:

1) Beyond 1000m of depth;

2) On three sites of deep water (deep coral reefs of the Tyrrhenian Sea, cold hydrocarbons seeps of the Delta of the Nile and submarine Eratostheme Mount in the Levantine basin).

A current step is also ongoing by the completion, beyond the territorial waters, by France Italy and Monaco of Ecological Protection Zone taking into account the common duties of the EEZ instead of the exclusive rights.

The current step does not guarantees replicability and only the raising of the issue at the United Nations level in the frame of UNCLOS, FAO and RMFO or/and the CBD will permit a global approach. It will be certainly long and difficult challenge but this global approach should not hamper the implementation of regional initiatives and the willingness of concerned States. It is the approach that the Delegations of the Principality, supported by others, wanted to follow on a multi-levels approach.

To fill up the scenery, it is also necessary to underline the programs developed by the Foundation Albert II which, in spite of its recent creation, acts in three fields: climatic changes, water and biodiversity in its three main geographic spheres: the Mediterranean Sea, polar regions and Africa. Polar regions are currently high in the agenda of Monaco’s environment concerns and Monaco sponsored a decision on the “sustainable development of the arctic region” in the UNEP GC/GMEF in Monaco last month.

Long way also from the Mediterranean shores, Monaco develops also a direct collaboration to the Ministry of the Environment of Costa Rica, which pilots the implementation of the "Corredor Biologico Marino Pacifico Este Tropical" (Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia and Ecuador) bringing its financial supports and his expertise. 

Let me now talk on the second item: 

2) The new project : urban extension at sea. 

(see : http://www.urbanisationenmer.gouv.mc/)

For more than one hundred and fifty years, the Principality of Monaco has extended its territory by more than 25% over the maritime area, to reach today a total area of 202 hectares. Challenging - and often innovative for the period – projects have enabled the Principality to increase its surface area by 45 hectares. 
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In order to guarantee the long-term development of the Principality, in July 2006, H.S.H. Prince Albert II launched a new urbanization programme in the bay of Monaco. On this occasion, He defined the goals and requirements of the project, particularly within the field of the protection of the environment.

The project, which is to extend over approximately ten to twelve hectares, should be completed within fifteen years. 
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Preserved areas around the project

The project will include the construction of a substructure to be used as the frame upon which the building programme above sea level will be carried out, including real estate programmes, amenities and public areas, in addition to a “flagship” building.

Constructing a building site above the sea imposes a certain number of obligations, which both the designers and builders have to observe, the priority being to limit the impact of such a site on the marine environment and to strictly respect the adjacent protected areas. Therefore, the integrity and “health” of the Larvotto underwater marine reserve need to be preserved, for example by strictly prohibiting any construction or work within its immediate proximity. 

The artificial floor of the site has to be achieved so that the impact on the marine environment is reduced to the minimum. The use of fill will be strictly limited and will be used only on condition that studies have proven the relevance of using such a technique, involving little impact on the natural area. Obviously, priority will be given to environmentally-friendly techniques. 

In all events, filling in front of the wall of the Spélugues complex will be strictly prohibited, as a coralligenous underwater wall is located there which should benefit, in the same manner as the Larvotto reserve, from sufficient light and a continuous flow of water. 

The building techniques chosen should have as little impact as possible on the marine environment and the seabed, and require the minimum work possible. In particular, the construction site should be managed, constantly mindful of not increasing the turbidity of the water (i.e. its cloudiness often due to the volume of suspended particles). Likewise, appropriate measures to foster the colonization of flora and fauna are to be implemented. 

The project should ensure the stability of the beach and the securing of existing protective structures. Implementing measures and processes to monitor existing ecosystems will also be essential (within the area of the project and in the potential area of impact). This also applies to measures to improve the quality of the environment: artificial reefs, particle size analysis of the base…

As far as sustainable development is concerned, the structural work and construction will have to meet the High Quality Environmental Standard. Such an approach aims to reduce the negative impact of buildings on the environment, from their design to their construction and lifetime use.

To achieve this, the approach is based on fourteen targets, half of which subscribe to the notion of limiting the impact on the external environment. Three concern “eco-construction”, the aims of which are a harmonious relationship between buildings and their immediate environment, an integrated choice of construction methods and materials, and building sites that generate minimal environmental pollution; the other four concern the “eco-management” of water, energy, waste, maintenance and repair.

From the design phase to the construction phase, the project will strive to promote innovative approaches that are respectful of the environment, so that the end result blends in as naturally as possible with the Principality’s maritime and urban landscape of a new era. 
With the prospect of carrying out this off-shore urbanization project, the Monaco government commissioned a study on the Principality’s coastal marine environment in 2006. The aim of this very comprehensive inventory was to complete the assessment, in great detail, of the Monaco’s bay characteristics: its fauna, flora, and seabed, in order to be able to judge precisely and, more importantly, to be able to limit and monitor, the impact of such a project on the marine area.

The purpose of this assessment was also to optimise the way in which the base for the new district would be incorporated into the seafloor, to minimise the project’s negative impact on this environment, and to ensure that the substructures built would in fact contribute to the settlement of marine life.

The conclusions state, in particular, the richness of this continental plateau, “a richness in fauna which must be preserved, indeed increased, by diversifying the ecological niches and biotopes” as reported by the specialists.

From an initial 16 candidates, five teams of proponents were selected and last week presented their proposals for a final choice expected for the end of this year. At the time, where Monaco signs the Barcelona Convention protocol related to ICZM, these project where qualified by Monaco prime Minister as "designed like real master-piece which will mark the architecture of our century".
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