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Co-Organizer and Host

• Our deep appreciation goes to:

Honorable Mrs. Rejoice Mabudafhasi
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Water and 
Environmental Affairs, South Africa
Great World Ocean Leader

Department of Environmental Affairs, Ministry 
of Water and Environmental Affairs, South 
Africa 



Co-organizers/1
• Global Ocean Forum
• Department of 

Environmental Affairs of 
the Government of South 
Africa

• Global Environment 
Facility (GEF)

• United Nations 
Development Programme

• Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic 
Commission of UNESCO 
(IOC-UNESCO)

• University of Delaware
• New Partnership for 

Africa's Development 
(NEPAD)

• Global Partnership 
Climate, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (PaCFA)

• Agulhas and Somali 
Current Large Marine 
Ecosystems (ASCLME) 
Project

• Benguela Current Large 
Marine Ecosystem 
(BCLME) Programme



Co-organizers/2
• Guinea Current Large 

Marine Ecosystem 
(GCLME) Project

• Canary Current Large 
Marine Ecosystem 
(CCLME) Project

• Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations

• World Meteorological 
Organization

• Plymouth Marine 
Laboratory

• World Ocean Network
• Organizing Committe of 

EXPO 2012 Yeosu, Korea 
• City of Yeosu, Republic of 

Korea 
• Korea Ocean Research 

and Development Institute



Why Oceans Day at Durban?
• Build awareness of:

– Oceans as essential to planetary survival
• oceans absorb about 30% of the CO2 released into the 

atmosphere
• 50% of the oxygen we breath is produced by ocean plankton
• 50% of pharmaceutical anti-cancer drugs is from marine 

organisms 

– Coastal areas and islands at the frontline of climate 
change

• The need for the UNFCCC negotiations to incorporate 
ocean and coastal issues

• The need to push for a significant ocean outcome at 
Rio+20



Oceans Day at Durban

This is the 3rd Oceans Day at a UNFCCC 
Conference of the Parties





Oceans Day at Copenhagen

• 44 co-organizers
• 420 participants
• Many high-level 







UNFCCC and Rio+20





Topics Covered in the Global Ocean 
Forum Summary for Decision Makers/1

• Ecosystem-Based Integrated Ocean and Coastal 
Management (EBM/ICM)

• Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-
Based Activities

• Integrated Water Resources Management 
(IWRM)

• Biodiversity and Marine Protected Areas

• Small Island Developing States



Topics Covered in the Global Ocean 
Forum Summary for Decision Makers/2

• Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture

• Addressing Critical Uncertainties for the 
Management of the Marine Environment and 
Climate Change

• Coordination of UN Activities on Oceans

• A Regular Process for Global Reporting and 
Assessment of the State of the Marine 
Environment, including Socio-economic Aspects

• Capacity Development







The Global Ocean Forum launched “Rio+20 Friends of the 
Ocean” to call on ocean leaders from governments, international 
agencies, non-governmental organizations, scientific institutions, 
and the private sector to mobilize and seize the opportunity to 
achieve a significant ocean outcome at the UN Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) to be held on June 20-22, 
2012, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.



Input to November 1 Rio+20 Compilation Document: 
Who did mention oceans?

SUBMISSION NUMBER/NUMBER OF 
SUBMISSIONS 

ANALYZED

PERCENTAGE

POLITICAL GROUPS 4/4 100%

REGIONAL 
PREPARATORY MEETING 
OUTCOMES

4/4 100%

COUNTRIES 36/69 52%

UN AGENCIES 17/67 25%

MAJOR GROUPS 80/491 16%



Comprehensive Program on 
Oceans and Climate/1

1. Enact stringent and immediate reductions 
in CO2 emissions 

2. Deepen understanding and policy 
approaches to support “Blue Carbon”



Comprehensive Program on 
Oceans and Climate/2

3. Accelerate progress on mitigation 
approaches using oceans and coasts 

4. Undertake climate change adaptation in 
vulnerable coastal areas 



Comprehensive Program on 
Oceans and Climate/3

5. Build the capacity of coastal and island 
areas to predict, understand, and respond 
to the risks posed by climate change

6. Work with coastal countries to raise 
awareness about the implications of 
climate change impacts on ocean and 
coastal areas  


