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5. Side Event at World Water Week: “Developing
Solutions to Protect the Marine Environment from
Land-Based Activities: Stakeholder Consultation,”
(Co-organized with the Stakeholder Forum for a
Sustainable Future), Stockholm, August 22, 2006

6. Side Event at the 7th Meeting of the United Nations
Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans
and the Law of the Sea (ICP-7): “Meeting the
Commitments on Oceans, Coasts, and Small Island
Developing States Made at the 2002 World Summit on
Sustainable Development: How Well Are We Doing?,”
New York, June 13, 2006

7. Session at the 4th World Water Forum on
“Management Link for Freshwater and Coasts –
Progress in Local Actions” (Organized by the
UNEP/GPA, NOAA, SEMARNAT and the Global
Forum), Mexico City, March 18, 2006

8. Side Event at the 2nd Meeting of the
Intergovernmental Review of the UNEP-GPA:”
Advancing the Oceans, Coasts, Small Island
Developing States (SIDS), and Freshwater/Oceans
Agenda in the Next Decade: Key Issues and
Opportunities,” Beijing, October 19, 2006

9. Side Event at the Mauritius International Meeting
on SIDS: “Mobilizing for Further Implementation of
Ocean and Coastal Management in SIDS,”
January 11, 2005

10. Side Event at the 3rd World Water Forum,
March 16-23, 2003

11. Side Event at the 20th Anniversary of the Law
of the Sea, 2002

Outreach to the Public Through Museums and
Aquaria
The Global Forum recognizes the importance of increasing
public awareness of the global agenda on oceans, coasts,
and island to advance the global oceans agenda. Since
2002, the Global Forum has enjoyed a close collaboration
with NAUSICAA (Centre National de la Mer, France), also
the organizer of World Ocean Network (WON) (the net-
work of museums, aquaria, and ocean learning centers
around the world). With WON and NAUSICAA and
with funding from the GEF/MSP, the Global Forum has
prepared and disseminated a package of public informa-
tion materials highlighting global oceans issues and
demonstrating how individual citizens can make a differ-
ence in achieving sustainable development of oceans.

The WON and NAUSICAA have developed a long-range
plan (to 2015) with a framework for public information
activities in support of Global Forum goals and objectives
(see figure on opposite page).

Safeguarding the potential of the world’s ocean is an immense
collective and individual challenge for all citizens of the Blue
Planet. The oceans sustain livelihoods of all inhabitants of the
Earth. It is only natural that all citizens, and not only decision-
makers, should be involved in stewardship and governance of
the oceans. The role of the general public is two-fold: To partic-
ipate actively in policy- making and to adapt their everyday
behaviour towards a sustainable way of life. Without a strong
public awareness of human connectedness with the marine
environment and a strong sense of common maritime identity,
no policy will succeed.

The role that aquaria, science centres, natural science museums,
and zoos can play makes them an important asset. Visited by
more than 200 million people every year, our institutions are sit-
uated at a crossroads where several worlds converge: The world
of politics, scientists and professionals, the world of mass
media, and general public institutions. We are ideally placed to
explain the complexities of maritime issues, inform the public
about sustainable policies, make new laws more easily accept-
ed, involve people in their implementation, and find out what
the general public really thinks and needs.

- Philippe Vallette, General Manager,
NAUSICAA (Centre National de la Mer,
France), and Co-Chair, World Ocean
Network, June 24, 2007, New York

The Global Forum Working Group on Public Education
and Outreach, organized in 2007, has developed a Policy
Brief, which was presented and discussed at the 4th Global
Oceans Conference in Hanoi, Vietnam.

Directory of Non-Governmental Organizations
Involved in Oceans, Coasts, and SIDS
This directory provides concise information on about 500
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) around the
world that are involved in furthering the agenda of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development regarding
oceans, coasts, and small island developing States. The
Directory is web-based to make it widely accessible and for
ease in updating existing NGO information and adding
new organizations. It is located at the Global Forum on
Oceans, Coasts, and Islands website:

www.globaloceans.org.
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Theme 1: Achieving Ecosystem
Management and Integrated
Coastal and Ocean Management
by 2010

a. Coordinating Group on
Theme 1: Cross-Cutting Issues

b. Large Marine Ecosystems
c. Marine Biodiversity and MPAs
d. Freshwater, Oceans, and Coasts
e. Fisheries and Aquaculture
f. Maritime Transportation

Theme 2: Climate, Oceans, and Security

a. Coordinating Group on
Theme 2: Cross-Cutting Issues
• Vulnerable Communities

--Adaptation
--Environmental Refugees
--Public Health

• Vulnerable Ecosystems
--Natural Disasters
--Sea Level Rise
--Ocean Acidification
--Ocean Warming

b. SIDS and the Mauritius Strategy

Theme 3: Governance of Marine
Ecosystems and Uses in Areas
Beyond National Jurisdiction

a. Coordinating Group on
Theme 3: Cross-Cutting Issues
• Overall Governance Issues
• Ecosystems and Uses

--Marine Biodiversity
--Fisheries
--Bioprospecting
--Deep Seabed Mining
--Tourism
--Maritime Transportation

Overarching, Cross-Cutting Issues

a. Capacity Development
b. Indicators for Progress
c. Compliance and Enforcement
d. Public Education/Outreach/Media

Global Forum Working Groups Matrix

III. FUTURE DIRECTIONS:
GLOBAL FORUM STRATEGIC
PLANNING TO 2016

2005-2008:
In late 2006, the Global Forum began a strategic planning
effort in collaboration with governments, United Nations
agencies, NGOs, industry, and scientific groups, to advance
the global oceans agenda over the ten-year period to 2016.
Twelve Multinational Expert Working Groups, involving
254 experts from 72 countries, have been organized on the
following three major themes based on the WSSD targets
on oceans, coasts, and SIDS, also considering a number of
overarching, cross-cutting issues, as shown in the chart
below.

The Working Groups have prepared a set of Policy
Analyses addressing:

• The major problems/obstacles that affect the issue area
and ways of overcoming these

• How the global ocean goal/target under consideration
can be assessed and progress (or lack thereof) measured;
the extent to which intermediate and readily measurable
targets and timetables might be set as implementation
benchmarks; and the relationship of the ocean
goal/target to other global ocean goals/targets

• Strategic opportunities for advancing the global goal/
target in the next decade, by whom, and in what fora

• Recommendations on 3-5 specific priority action steps
for implementation by national and international deci-
sionmakers to advance the issue in the next phase

The following policy briefs are available at
www.globaloceans.org/globalconferences/2008/:

1. Ecosystem Management and Integrated Coastal and
Ocean Management and Indicators for Progress

2. Large Marine Ecosystems

3. Marine Biodiversity and Networks of Marine
Protected Areas

4. Linking the Management of Freshwater, Oceans,
and Coasts

5. Fisheries and Aquaculture—Sustainability and
Governance

6. Maritime Transport

7. Governance of Marine Ecosystems and Uses in
Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction

8. Climate, Oceans, and Security

9. Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and
Implementation of the Mauritius Strategy

10. Compliance and Enforcement

11. Capacity Building

12. Public Education and Outreach
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Global Forum Activities Planned for
2009-2012
Organizations with an interest in advancing the global
oceans agenda are invited to collaborate with the Global
Forum in the further development and implementation of
the strategic plan to advance the global oceans agenda and
associated activities.

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) has committed
support as core funding to support this work. Co-financing
has been invited from a wide range of collaborators from
UN agencies, national governments, nongovernmental
organizations, foundations, research centers, and aquaria
and museums.

Major Activities to Be Undertaken:

• STRATEGIC PLANNING TO ADVANCE THE
GLOBAL OCEANS AGENDA:

Work by Global Forum Secretariat and 12 Multinational
Working Groups to implement the policy recommenda-
tions made at the Hanoi Global Oceans Conference and by
the Working Groups to advance the global oceans agenda
to 2016

• CO-ORGANIZATION OF THE GLOBAL OCEAN
POLICY DAY AT THE WORLD OCEAN CONFER-
ENCE, MANADO, INDONESIA, MAY 11-15, 2009

At the 2009 World Ocean Conference, high-level political
leaders and other eminent persons will focus on the
specific actions and initiatives that should be taken by the
international community to address the policy recommen-
dations developed at the 4th Global Conference on Oceans,
Coasts, and Islands in Hanoi. This conference is being
organized by the Indonesian Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries and the Government of North Sulawesi, in collab-
oration with the Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and
Islands, and other international partners.

Bringing together the high-level leaders around the world in an
informal way, in the Global Conferences and in the Ministerial
Roundtable, has been very useful in broadening the debate to
include the perspectives of developing nations, developed
nations, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental
organizations, industry, and civil society, and has helped to
inspire Indonesia to take a leading role in global ocean affairs
by convening the World Ocean Conference in 2009 which will
be organized in coordination with the Global Forum.

-- Indroyono Soesilo, Chair, Agency for Marine
and Fisheries Research, Ministry of Marine
Affairs and Fisheries, Indonesia

• SPECIAL ANALYSES IN THREE MAJOR AREAS:

1. Extent of implementation of Ecosystem-Based Management
(EBM) and Integrated Coastal Management (ICM), includ-
ing freshwater aspects, at national and regional levels, in
partnership with national and regional collaborators

2. Improving governance of marine areas beyond national
jurisdiction

3. Planning and financing for adaptation to climate change in
developing countries, especially SIDS

• 5TH GLOBAL CONFERENCE ON OCEANS,
COASTS, AND ISLANDS: ADVANCING
INTEGRATED OCEAN GOVERNANCE AT
NATIONAL, REGIONAL, AND GLOBAL LEVELS,
UNESCO, PARIS, FRANCE, APRIL 5-9, 2010

The Conference, which will, in part, also celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission and the 2010 International Year of
Biodiversity, will address the following themes:

• Oceans, Climate and Security: Major Issues in Mitigation,
Adaptation, and Financing

• Integrated Marine and Coastal Policies: Best Practices at
National and Regional Levels

• Progress Markers in Achieving Integrated Ecosystem-Based
Management by 2010, Including Linkages to Freshwater

• Marine Biodiversity (2010) and Networks of Marine
Protected Areas (2012), and celebrating the 2010
International Year of Biodiversity

• Next Steps in Building Consensus on Integrated
Governance of Marine Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction

• Enhancing United Nations Capacity to Respond to Cross-
Cutting Issues in Ocean Governance

• Mobilizing to Support Capacity Development in
Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States
(SIDS)

• Mobilizing the Public and the Private Sector for Global
Ocean Stewardship

• OCEAN/CLIMATE STRATEGY/VISION/ LEADER-
SHIP TRAINING FOR HIGH-LEVEL DECISION-
MAKERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD (FOCUS
ON PERMANENT OCEAN OFFICIALS IN-COUN-
TRY AND PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES TO
THE UN)

This initiative aims to foster the development of “ocean
leadership” among high-level decision-makers in develop-
ing countries and SIDS, including both the highest level
permanent officials at national levels and in the UN coun-
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try missions in New York. This Ocean Leadership Training
Program will combine the following aspects: (i) substan-
tive aspects related to the interplay of oceans, coasts, cli-
mate, and biodiversity and related international and
national frameworks; (ii) leadership skills; (iii) negotiation
skills. Specific modules in this training program may
include (i) Implementation of WSSD targets on oceans,
coasts, and SIDS: State-of-the Art: (a) Status of Ecosystems
and Resources; and (b) How Well are We Doing?; (ii)
Effective Communication, Negotiation, and Decision-
making; and (iii) Oceans and Climate Change: (a)
Developing Strategies and Linkages Among Management
Initiatives; (b) Putting Oceans in the Climate Agenda; and
(c) Addressing Climate Change Impacts on Vulnerable
Ecosystems and Communities. The Ocean Leadership
Training Program will be developed and delivered, with
partners, initially in English. Subsequently, the program
may be delivered in different languages together with lead-
ing partners from different countries.

• PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

The Global Forum will collaborate with the World Ocean
Network (WON) (reaching more than 250 museums and
aquaria around the world), the World Ocean Observatory
(WOO), and other groups specializing in public outreach
to craft and disseminate messages to the public to promote
appropriate individual and social behavior toward the
oceans, in conjunction with the world’s museums and
aquaria. In 2009, this work will be especially devoted to
oceans and climate to coincide with the Global Forum’s
efforts associated with the 2009 World Ocean Conference
and the UNFCCC negotiations. A series of public-oriented
briefings focused on the oceans/climate priority areas to be
covered at WOC2009 will be prepared and widely dissem-
inated in print form as well as in other media.

IV. GLOBAL FORUM ORGANIZATION
AND CONTACT INFORMATION

The Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands is gov-
erned by the following:

1. Three Co-Chairs:
Co-Chairs, Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts,
and Islands:
Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain, Head of Global Forum Secretariat
Director, Gerard J. Mangone Center for Marine Policy
University of Delaware, Newark, DE 19716 USA
Tel: 1-302-831-8086;
Fax: 1-302-831-3668
Email: bcs@udel.edu

Dr. Patricio Bernal, Executive Secretary
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission/UNESCO
1, rue Miollis Cedex 15
Paris, France
Tel: 33-1-45-68-39-83
Email: p.bernal@unesco.org

Dr. Veerle Vandeweerd
Director, Environment & Energy Group
Bureau for Development Policy
United Nations Development Programme
304 East 45th Street, 9th Floor
New York, NY 10017 , U.S.A.
Tel: +1 (212) 906-5020
Email: veerle.vandeweerd@undp.org

2. The Steering Committee of the Global
Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands

The Steering Committee is comprised of 90 ocean leaders
from the governmental, intergovernmental, and non-
governmental sectors from all regions of the world (please
see list on page 43).

The Steering Committee provides policy guidance for the
current and future activities of the Global Forum

3. The Secretariat of the Global Forum on
Oceans, Coasts, and Islands

The Secretariat of the Global Forum is the International
Coastal and Ocean Organization (ICO), an international
nongovernmental organization accredited to the United
Nations roster for the UN Commission on Sustainable
Development since 1993, and granted Special Consultative
Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United
Nations in July 2006. ICO is registered as a non-profit and
tax-exempt organization (501 (c) (3) in the State of
Massachusetts, USA. ICO has been the Secretariat of the
Global Forum since 2004.

ICO is governed by an international Board of Directors,
noted by a double asterisk in the List of Steering
Committee members in the Appendix. All members of the
ICO Board of Directors are also members of the Steering
Committee of the Global Forum. The ICO Board of
Directors provides operational guidance for ICO as the
Secretariat of the Global Forum.

ICO is hosted at the Gerard J. Mangone Center for Marine
Policy, University of Delaware, USA. Center researchers,
together with partners around the world, coordinate the
analytical functions of the Global Forum on Oceans,
Coasts, and Islands, the preparation of policy analyses on
the implementation of global oceans agreements, and the
conduct of the Global Forum’s global conferences, publica-
tions, and educational activities.
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See the Global Forum organizational structure on
the next page.

Contact Information
For additional information on the Global Forum on
Oceans, Coasts, and Islands or to become engaged in
Global Forum activities, please contact the Global Forum
Secretariat.

Global Forum Secretariat
International Coastal and Ocean Organization
c/o Gerard J. Mangone Center for Marine Policy,
University of Delaware
Newark, Delaware 19716, USA
Telephone: 1-302-831-8086;
Fax: 1-302-831-3668
Internet: http://www.globaloceans.org

Contact:

Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain, Global Forum Co-Chair and
Head of Secretariat (bcs@udel.edu)

Dr. Miriam Balgos, Global Forum Program Coordinator
(mbalgos@udel.edu)
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V. Groups within the Global Forum

1. Working Group Leaders and Members
The Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands has
undertaken a strategic planning effort for the period 2006-
2016 to develop policy recommendations for specific next
steps needed to advance the global oceans agenda aimed at
governments, UN agencies, NGOs, industry, and scientific
groups. To this effect, Working Groups have been organ-
ized around 13 major topic areas related to the global
oceans commitments made at the 2002 World Summit on
Sustainable Development and to emerging issues facing
the global oceans community.

The Working Groups have been organized and coordinat-
ed by the Global Forum Secretariat, under the direction of
Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain, Co-Chair and Head of Secretariat,
Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands, and involv-
ing the following staff from the Gerard J. Mangone Center
for Marine Policy, University of Delaware: Miriam Balgos,
Kateryna Wowk, Caitlin Snyder, Shelby Hockenberry, and
Kathleen McCole.

WORKING GROUP ON CLIMATE, OCEANS,
AND SECURITY

WORKING GROUP LEADERS:

Gunnar Kullenberg, Independent Consultant, and former
Executive Secretary of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission of UNESCO

Janot-Reine Mendler de Suarez, Global Environment
Facility/IW-LEARN

Ambassador Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Former Permanent
Representative of Samoa to the United Nations, former
Chair of AOSIS, and former Judge for the International
Criminal Court

Ik Kyo Chung, Pusan National University and Gi- Jun Han
and Jai Young Lee, Ministry of Land, Transport, and
Maritime Affairs, Republic of Korea

Bill Eichbaum, Managing Director and Vice President of the
Marine Portfolio, World Wildlife Fund

Indroyono Soesilo and Tonny Wagey, Ministry of Marine
Affairs and Fisheries, Indonesia

Christopher Tompkins, Independent Consultant, UK,
formerly DEFRA

Robert Corell, Arctic Climate Impact Assessment

Paul Epstein, Associate Director, Center for Health and the
Global Environment, Harvard University Medical School

Margaret Davidson, NOAA

Magdalena A.K. Muir, Arctic Institute of North America

Kateryna M. Wowk, University of Delaware and NOAA

David VanderZwaag, Dalhousie University, IUCN Specialist
Group on Ocean Law and Governance

Edward Miles, School of Marine Affairs, University of
Washington

David Zilkoski, Director, National Geodetic Survey,
NOAA/NOS

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:

Ellina Levina, OECD

Leonard Nurse, University of West Indies, Cave Hill Campus,
Barbados and former Permanent Secretary (Environment),
Ministry of Physical Development and Environment,
Barbados

Ambassador Gunnar Palsson, Iceland

Eduard Sarukhanian, Director, World-Weather-Watch-
Applications, World Meteorological Organization

Ken Sherman, NOAA-NMFS

Ambassador Enele Sopoaga, Permanent Secretary (CEO)
for Foreign Affairs and Labour, Tuvalu

Vu Thanh Ca, Institute of Hydrography and Meteorology,
Vietnam

Clive Wilkinson, Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network
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WORKING GROUP ON ECOSYSTEM-BASED
MANAGEMENT AND INTEGRATED COASTAL
AND OCEAN MANAGEMENT AND INDICATORS
FOR PROGRESS

WORKING GROUP LEADERS:

Steven Murawski and Jack Dunnigan, NOAA

Nguyen Chu Hoi, Deputy Administrator, Vietnam
Association for Seas and Islands, Vietnam

Al Duda and Peter Bjornsen, Global Environment Facility

Gi-Jun Han, Ministry of Land, Transportation and Maritime
Affairs, Republic of Korea

Camille Mageau/Jake Rice, Department of Fisheries and
Oceans, Canada

Antonio Diaz de Leon and Porfirio Alvarez, Environmental,
Regional Integration and Sectoral Policy, Environment and
Natural Resources Ministry (SEMARNAT), Mexico

Ellik Adler, UNEP Regional Seas Programme

David Johnson, OSPAR

Khulood Tubaishat, The Regional Organization for the
Conservation of the Environment of the Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden (PERSGA)

David Freestone, World Bank

Magnus Ngoile, Marine and Coastal Environment
Management Project (MACEMP), Tanzania

Ali Mohammad, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of State for
Special Programmes, Kenya

Tonny Wagey, Ministry of Marine Affairs and

Fisheries, Indonesia

Indumathie Hewawasam, Independent Consultant,
formerly The World Bank

Mick O’Toole, Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem
Programme

Qinhua Fang, Environmental Science Research Centre
of Xiamen University, China

Julian Barbiere and Stefano Belfiore, IOC, UNESCO

Philippe Vallette, World Ocean Network, NAUSICAA, France

Christopher Corbin, Caribbean Environment Programme,
UNEP

Margaret Davidson, Zac Hart, and Ginger Hinchcliff, NOAA
Coastal Services Center

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:

Fernando Almuna, Chile

Milton Asmus, International Representative, Brazilian
Agency for Coastal Management

Dan Basta, NOAA National Marine Sanctuaries Program

Dominique Benzaken, Marine Division of the Department of
the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, Australia

Fatima Dia Toure, Senegal

Rudolf Dorah, Solomon Islands

Kristina Gjerde, IUCN

Vladimir Golitsyn, Moscow State University

Lynne Hale, The Nature Conservancy

Marea Hatziolos, World Bank

Andrew Hudson, UNDP

Pablo Huidobro, GEF Gulf of Mexico LME

Timothy Kasten, UNEP, DEPI, Nairobi

Carl Lundin, IUCN

Vladimir Mamaev, UNDP, Europe and the CIS

Yuriy Mikhaylichenko, Ministry of Economic Development
and Trade of the Russian Federation

Tony Ribbink, CEO, Sustainable Seas Trust, South Africa

John Richardson, Maritime Policy Task Force, European
Commission

Alan Simcock, Independent Consultant, UK, former
Co-Chair, UNICPOLOS

Indroyono Soesilo, Agency for Marine and Fisheries
Research, Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Indonesia

Kristian Teleki, International Coral Reef Action Network,
Switzerland

Hiroshi Terashima, Institute for Ocean Policy, Ocean Policy
Research Foundation, Japan

Isabelle Van der Beck, GEF International Waters Projects in
Latin America, UNEP

David VanderZwaag, Dalhousie University, IUCN Specialist
Group on Ocean Law and Governance

Dixon Waruinge, UNEP Regional Seas Programme

Clive Wilkinson, Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network

Yihang Jiang, GEF Yellow Sea LME

Ignatius KV Kauvee, University of Namibia

Agenda for 2005-2007 The Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and IslandsThe Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands
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WORKING GROUP ON LARGE MARINE
ECOSYSTEMS

WORKING GROUP LEADER:

Ken Sherman, NOAA

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:

Alex Lascaratos, GEF/PDF-B Project Manager

Andrew Cooke, UNEP-GEF Canary Current LME

Anthony Ribbink, Sustainable Seas Trust

Antonio Diaz de Leon Corral, Secretaría de Medio Ambiente
y Recursos Naturales

Carl Lundin, IUCN

Chidi Ibe, GCLME

Dann Sklarew, GEF IW:LEARN

David Vousden, Agulhas and Somali Current Large Marine
Ecosystems Project

Gennady Matishov, Murmansk Marine Biological Institute

Georgy Volovik, UNDP-GEF Black Sea Ecosystem Recovery
Project

Gotthilf Hempel, Independent Consultant

Hector Soldi, Instituto del Mar del Peru

Hein Rune Skjoldal, Institute of Marine Research, Norway

Hyung Tack Huh, Yellow Sea LME and KORDI

Igor Belkin, University of Rhode Island

James Oliver, Marine Programme, IUCN

Jan Thulin, ICES and HELCOM

Janot Mendler de Suarez, GEF IW:LEARN

Julian Barbiere, UNESCO

Khulood Tubaishat, Regional Organization for the
Conservation of the Environment of Red Sea and Gulf of
Aden (PERSGA)

Marie-Christine Aquarone, NOAA

Michael O’Toole, Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem
Programme

Ned Cyr, NOAA Fisheries

Qisheng Tang, Yellow Sea Fisheries Research Institute

Robin Mahon, Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem Project

Rodolfo Serra, Instituto de Fomento Pesquero, Chile

Shannon Dionne, Office of International Affairs, NOAA

Thomas Laughlin, Office of International Affairs, NOAA

Yihang Jiang, Project Manager, Yellow Sea Project (YSLME)

WORKING GROUP ON SMALL ISLAND
DEVELOPING STATES (SIDS) AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MAURITIUS
STRATEGY

WORKING GROUP LEADERS:

Rolph Payet, Advisor to the President, Seychelles

Ambassador Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Former Permanent
Representative of Samoa to the United Nations, former Chair
of AOSIS, and former Judge, International Criminal Court

Hon. Ronny Jumeau, UN Ambassador for Seychelles

Cristelle Pratt, Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience
Commission (SOPAC)

Tim Adams, Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)

Ambassador Angus Friday, Chairman, Alliance of Small
Island States (AOSIS), Permanent Representative of Grenada
to the United Nations

LaVerne Walker, Coastal Zone Unit, Ministry of Physical
Development, Environment and Housing, St. Lucia

Garfield Barnwell, Caribbean Community and Common
Market (CARICOM)

Dianne Quarless, UNDESA SIDS Unit

Vincent Sweeney, UNEP/Integrating Watershed and Coastal
Areas Management Project, Caribbean

Ambassador Jagdish Koonjul, Mauritius, former Chair,
Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS)

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:

Alfred Duda, Global Environment Facility

Fazal Ibrahim Ali, University Consortium of
Small Island States

The Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and IslandsAgenda for 2005-2007 The Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands
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Christopher Corbin, UNEP Caribbean Environment
Programme, Regional Coordinating Unit

Laleta Davis-Mattis, Jamaica National Heritage Trust

Annick de Marffy, Independent Consultant, former Director,
UN-DOALOS

Arthur Webb, Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience
Commission (SOPAC)

Rudolf Dorah, Constitutional Reform Congress of Solomon
Islands

Arthur Gray, Representative of the Organisation of American
States (OAS) to Haiti

John Low, Adviser to the Minister of Marine Resources for
the Cook Islands

Franklin McDonald, UNEP Caribbean Environment
Programme

Marina N’Deye Pereira Silva, Independent Consultant,
Portugal (Cape Verde)

Nguyen Hong Thao, FrontierCommittee, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Vietnam

James Hardcastle, TNC Australia

Alf Simpson, Independent Consultant, Pacific Islands

Asterio Takesy, Director, Secretariat for the Pacific Regional
Environment Programme

Cesar Toro, IOCARIBE

Dirk Troost, formerly Coasts and Small Islands, UNESCO

David VanderZwaag, Dalhousie University, IUCN Specialist
Group on Ocean Law and Governance

Jon Van Dyke, University of Hawaii Law School

Fathimath Ghina, Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission, UNESCO

Raj Mohabeer, Indian Ocean Commission

Gerald Miles, The Nature Conservancy

Nelson Andrade, Caribbean Environment Programme, UNEP

Dominique Benzaken, Pacific Regional Environment
Programme (SPREP)

Mary Seet-Cheng, Ambassador of Singapore to the Republic
of Panama

Edna Chia, Permanent Mission of Singapore to the United
Nations

Natasha Turnquest, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bahamas

WORKING GROUP ON FISHERIES AND
AQUACULTURE – SUSTAINABILITY AND
GOVERNANCE

WORKING GROUP LEADERS:

Rebecca Lent, National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA

Chris Tompkins, Independent Consultant, formerly
DEFRA, UK

Ali Mohamed, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of State for
Special Programmes, Kenya

Le Thanh Luu, Research Institute for Aquaculture No. 1,
Vietnam

David Balton, U.S. Department of State

Jean-Francois Pulvenis de Seligny, FAO

Kieran Kelleher, World Bank

Mick O’Toole, Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem
Programme

John Connelly and Stetson Tinkham, National Fisheries
Institute, International Coalition of Fishing Organizations

Barbara Hanchard, GEF UNDP Oceanic Fisheries
Management Project

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:

Arthur Bogason, World Forum of Fish Harvesters and Fish
Workers, Iceland

Nguyen Chu Hoi, Deputy Administrator, Vietnam
Administration for Seas and Islands, Vietnam

Anthony Cox, Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD)

Simon Cripps, Chief Executive, Dorset Wildlife Trust, UK

Anamarija Frankic, University of Massachusetts Boston

Julius Francis, Western Indian Ocean Marine Science
Association (WIOMSA)

Matthew Gianni, Deep Sea Conservation Coalition,
The Netherlands

Stephen Hall, WorldFish Center (ICLARM)

Dawn Martin, SeaWeb

Rebecca Metzner, FAO
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Magnus Ngoile, Marine and Coastal Environment
Management Project (MACEMP), Tanzania

Pietro Parravano, Institute for Fisheries Resources, World
Fisheries Forum

Daniel Pauly, Fisheries Centre, University of British
Columbia

James R. McGoodwin, Professor of Anthropology, University
of Colorado

Gorazd Ruseski, Kelly Moore, Steven Purvis and Anne
Frenette, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Canada

Jorge Chocair Santibañez, Undersecretary of State for
Fisheries, Chile

Kenneth Sherman, LME Program

Robin Mahon, University of West Indies

Sebastian Matthews, International Collective in Support
of Fishworkers

Rudolf Dorah, Constitutional Reform Congress,
Solomon Islands

Joe Terry, NOAA

Yihang Jiang, GEF Yellow Sea LME Project

Juan Luis Suárez de Vivero, Department of Human
Geography, University of Seville

Paul Holthus, Independent Consultant

Peter Redmond, Wal-Mart

WORKING GROUP ON MARINE BIODIVERSITY
AND NETWORKS OF MARINE PROTECTED
AREAS

WORKING GROUP LEADERS:

Jihyun Lee, Convention on Biological Diversity

Sue Wells, Independent Consultant

Dan Laffoley, World Commission on Protected Areas-Marine,
IUCN

Dan Basta, Marine Sanctuaries Program, NOAA

Do Van Khuong, Research Institute of Marine Fisheries

James Hardcastle, The Nature Conservancy

Marea Hatziolos, World Bank

Nicole Glineur, Global Environment Facility

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:

Julian Barbiere, IOC, UNESCO

Stefano Belfiore, IOC, UNESCO

Chu Tien Vinh, National Directorate of Aquatic Resource
Protection and Conservation, MARD, Vietnam

Chris Tompkins, Independent Consultant

Russell Reichelt, CRC Reef Research Centre, Australia

Nik Sekhran, United Nations Development Programme

Nick Davidson, Ramsar Convention

Julius Francis, WIOMSA Secretariat

Gregor Hodgson, Reef Check

Noah Idechong, Palau Conservation Society

Carl Lundin, IUCN

Arthur Paterson, NOAA IPO

Evelia Rivera-Arriaga, EPOMEX, Mexico

Nirmal Jivan Shah, Nature Seychelles

Marjo Vierros, UNU-IAS

Renee Sauve/Jennifer Mooney, Department of Fisheries
and Oceans, Canada

WORKING GROUP ON LINKING THE
MANAGEMENT OF FRESHWATER, OCEANS,
AND COASTS

WORKING GROUP LEADERS:

Torkil Jønch-Clausen, DHI Water, Denmark, and Global
Water Partnership

Clement Lewsey, NOAA/National Ocean
Service/International Program Office

Antonio Diaz de Leon/Porfirio Alvarez, Ministry of
Environment and Natural Resources, SEMARNAT, Mexico

Alfred Duda, Global Environment Facility

Andrew Hudson, United Nations Development Programme

Felix Dodds, Stakeholder Forum for a Sustainable Future

Tom Laughlin, Office of International Affairs, NOAA
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WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:

Margarita Astralaga, IUCN-Spain

Isaac Azuz-Adeath, Cetys University, Mexico

Julian Barbiere, Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission of UNESCO

Stefano Belfiore, Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission of UNESCO

Richard Delaney, Center for Coastal Studies, Provincetown,
Massachusetts, USA

Niels Ipsen, UNEP Collaborating Centre on Water and the
Environment, Denmark

Magnus Johannesson, Secretary-General, Ministry for the
Environment, Iceland

Elizabeth McLanahan/Jennifer Winston, Office of
International Affairs, NOAA

Gonzalo Cid and Jonathan Justi, NOAA/National Ocean
Service/International Program Office

Vincent Sweeney, Caribbean Environmental Health Institute

Ivan Zavadsky, Global Environment Facility Danube-Black
Sea Regional Programme

Kathryn Mengerink/Jessica Troell, Environmental Law
Institute

Patricia Muñoz, National Polytechnic Institute, Mexico

Nguyen Ngoc Huan, National Program on Comprehensive
Marine Environment and Resource Survey, Vietnam

Steven Olsen, Coastal Resources Center, University of Rhode
Island

Evelia Rivera-Arriaga, Centro Epomex- Universidad
Autónoma de Campeche, Mexico

Ken Sherman, NOAA-NMFS

WORKING GROUP ON GOVERNANCE OF
MARINE AREAS BEYOND NATIONAL
JURISDICTION

WORKING GROUP LEADERS:

Salvatore Arico, Programme Specialist for Biodiversity,
Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences, UNESCO

Sivu Maqungo, Minister-Counsellor, Permanent Mission of
South Africa to the United Nations

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:

Frida Armas-Pfirter, Austral University, Argentina

Miriam Balgos, Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands

Awni Behnam, International Ocean Institute

Thia-Eng Chua, Partnerships in Environmental Management
in the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA)

Biliana Cicin-Sain, Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and
Islands

Bruno Corréard, Independent Consultant and Responsible
Fishing Alliance

John Dolan, Ocean Policy Research Foundation, Japan

David Freestone, World Bank

Anne Frenette, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Canada

Serge Garcia, formerly with Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO)

Valentina Germani, UN Division for Ocean Affairs and the
Law of the Sea (UNDOALOS)

Matthew Gianni, Deep Sea Conservation Coalition

Kristina Gjerde, The World Conservation Union (IUCN)

Lyle Glowka, Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

Vladimir Golitsyn, Professor of International Law Moscow
State University of International Relations (MGIMO-
University)

Barbara Hanchard, Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency

Arlo Hemphill, Great Wilderness

Paul Holthus, formerly with Marine Aquarium Council

Elie Jarmache, Prime Minister's Office, France

Sam Johnston, Institute of Advanced Studies, United Nations
University (UNU-IAS)

Kim Juniper, University of Victoria Lee Kimball, formerly
with The World Conservation Union (IUCN)

Gunnar Kullenberg, Independent Consultant, former
Executive Director, International Ocean Institute

Jihyun Lee, CBD Secretariat

Rebecca Lent, NOAA Fisheries International Office

Eric Mathur, Synthetic Genomics, Inc.

Jennifer Mooney, Department of Fisheries and Oceans,
Canada

Akari Nakajima, Ocean Policy Research Foundation, Japan

Daniel Owen, Fenners Chambers, United Kingdom

Rosemary Rayfuse, University of New South Wales

John Richardson, European Commission

Lori Ridgeway, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Canada



38

The Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands Report of Activities 2005-2008

Julien Rochette, High Seas Governance, IDDRI

Karen Sack, Greenpeace International

Charlotte Salpin, UN Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law
of the Sea (UNDOALOS)

Renée Sauvé, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Canada

Tullio Scovazzi, University of Milano-Bicocca

Norma Taylor Roberts, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jamaica

Hiroshi Terashima, Ocean Policy Research Foundation, Japan

Chris Tompkins, Department for Environment, Food, and
Rural Affairs, UK

Philippe Vallette, NAUSICAA, France

Monica Verbeek, Seas at Risk

Marjo Vierros, United Nations University – Institute for
Advanced Studies

WORKING GROUP ON COMPLIANCE AND
ENFORCEMENT

WORKING GROUP LEADERS:

Carl Bruch, Environmental Law Institute (ELI)

Paul Nemitz, Maritime Policy Task Force, European
Commission

Fuensanta Candela-Castillo, Maritime Policy Task Force,
European Commission

Biliana Cicin-Sain, Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and
Islands

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS

Daniela Chitu, Maritime Policy Task Force, European
Commission

Kathryn Mengerink, Environmental Law Institute (ELI)

WORKING GROUP ON CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT

WORKING GROUP LEADER:

Indumathie Hewawasam, Independent Consultant,
formerly The World Bank

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:

Fazal Ibrahim Ali, Universities Consortium Coordinator,
University of the West Indies

Margarita Astralaga, IUCN-Spain

Robert Bechtloff, UNEP/GPA

Awni Behnam, International Ocean Institute

Charles A. Buchanan, Administrator Luso-American
Development Foundation, Portugal

Chua Thia-Eng, PEMSEA

Margaret Davidson, U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Coastal Services Center

Ehrlich Desa, Capacity Building Section, UNESCO

Ambassador Luís Fonseca, Comunidade dos Países de Lingua
Portuguesa (CPLP)

Anamarija Frankic, University of Massachusetts Boston

Julius Francis, Western Indian Ocean Marine Science
Association, Tanzania

Guillermo Garcia Montero, Acuario Nacional, Comité
Oceanografico Nacional, Cuba

Ampai Harakunarak, Thailand Environment Institute

Alice Hicuburundi, UN DOALOS

Gunnar Kullenberg, Independent Consultant and former
Director, Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
(IOC)

Mai Trong Nhuan, Ha Noi National University, Vietnam

Robin Mahon, Caribbean LME Programme

Jan Mees, Flanders Marine Institute, Belgium

Ali Mohamed, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of State for
Special Programmes, Kenya

Magnus Ngoile, Marine and Costal Environment
Management Project, Tanzania
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Michael O’Toole, Benguela Current LME

Marina N’Deye, Portugal

Isabel Noronha, Portugal

Victoria Radchenko, International Ocean Institute, Ukraine

Evelia Rivera-Arriaga, Centro de Ecologia, Pesquerias y
Oceanographia del Golfo de Mexico, (EPOMEX), Mexico

Mario Ruivo, Portuguese Committee for Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (IOC)

Dann Sklarew, GEF IW:LEARN

Cesar Toro, IOCARIBE

Grant Trebble, African Marine and Coastal Resource Over-
exploitation Prevention Strategy (AMCROPS), South Africa

LaVerne Walker, Coastal Zone Unit, St. Lucia

Dixon Waruinge, UNEP Regional Seas

Khulood Tubaishat, Regional Organization for the
Conservation of the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of
Aden (PERSGA)

Nedal M. Al Ouran, Al-Balqa Applied University, Jordan, and
Advisor to PERSGA

Ademilson Zamboni, Integrated Coastal Zone Management
Program, Brazil

Ignatius KV Kauvee, University of Namibia

WORKING GROUP ON PUBLIC
EDUCATION/OUTREACH/MEDIA

WORKING GROUP LEADERS:

Philippe Vallette and Manuel Cira, World Ocean Network,
NAUSICAA, France

Ram Boojh, UNESCO, India

Peter Neill, World Ocean Observatory

David Helvarg, President, Blue Frontier Campaign (author,
50 Ways to Save the Ocean)

Felix Dodds, Stakeholder Forum for a Sustainable Future, UK

Janot-Reine Mendler de Suarez, Global Environment
Facility/IW-LEARN

Lauren Salm, PERSGA, and Working Group Youth
Representative

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:

John Nightingale, Vancouver Aquarium

Leonard Neyman, Sweden

Sylvia Earle, D O E R Marine

Matt Gianni, Deep Sea Conservation Coalition

Ernesto Julio Godelman, Center for Development and
Sustainable Fisheries, Argentina

Vu Van Trieu and Bui Thi Thu Hien, IUCN Vietnam

Camille Mageau, Department of Fisheries and Oceans,
Canada

Franklin McDonald, UNEP Caribbean

Magnus Ngoile, Marine and Costal Environment
Management Project, Tanzania

Pham Van Ninh, Vietnam Academy of Science and
Technology, Vietnam

Chris Tompkins, Independent Consultant, UK,
formerly DEFRA

Katherine Warner, Country Group Head, Cambodia,
Lao PDR, and Viet Nam, IUCN

Sue Williams, UNESCO Public Affairs
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Ministerial, Donors, and Industry
Roundtables
The engagement of high-level policy officials, industry,
and donors will be essential in developing the planning
strategy to advance the global oceans agenda by 2016.

To prepare for this process of engaging these important
actors, the Global Forum has organized three Roundtables
to encourage the engagement of high-level officials, fund-
ing agencies, and the private sector in addressing global
oceans, coastal, and SIDS issues.

Ministerial Roundtables
3rd Global Conference on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands

January 23-28, 2006, UNESCO, Paris, France

Two High-Level Informal Ministerial Roundtable sessions
at the Global Conference brought together 19 high-level
government representatives to share their perspectives on
the global oceans agenda in separate informal sessions.
The Informal Roundtables aimed to foster the develop-
ment, in the long-run, of a High-Level Government
Leaders Oceans Roundtable, that could meet periodically
to further the development of strategic and cross-cutting
approaches to enhancing oceans governance at global,
regional, and national levels. Participating ministers and
high-level government officials agreed that there is gener-
al consensus on the global agenda for the sustainable
development of ocean and coastal areas and small island
developing States. They underlined the importance and
need for a strong global leadership to ensure the coordina-
tion and successful implementation of the agenda's pro-
grams and actions.

The ministers strongly supported the informal scope of the
Ministerial Roundtables as a rare and exceptional opportu-
nity for ministers and high-level government officials from
developed as well as developing states to actually discuss
and interact with each other on major oceans issues without
the pressure of making official declarations or statements.

4th Global Conference on Oceans, Coasts,
and Islands
April 7-11, 2008, Hanoi, Vietnam
The Informal Roundtable Discussion at the 4th Global
Conference provided an opportunity for high-level repre-
sentatives to discuss oceans, climate, and biodiversity
issues, including a Post-Bali update. Twenty-nine partici-
pants attended the discussion and emphasized the impor-
tance of bringing climate change into the oceans agenda,
and vice versa, as well as discussed funding opportunities
for climate change adaptation and mitigation. The discus-
sion highlighted the importance of developing a more

integrated approach in addressing ocean and climate
change issues.

Ocean Donors Roundtable
1) TOPS 2005 The Ocean Policy Summit

October 10-14, 2005, Lisbon, Portugal

2) Third Global Conference on Oceans, Coasts,
and Islands

January 23-28, 2006, UNESCO, Paris, France

The Global Forum organized the Ocean Donors
Roundtable to bring together public and private donors on
oceans to: 1) share information on existing funding pro-
grams on oceans, 2) consider global needs for funding for
ocean conservation and management efforts, 3) discuss
alternatives for filling gaps in global oceans funding, 4)
possibly devise approaches for public-private funding for
global ocean priorities.

The first meeting of the Ocean Donors Roundtable was
held on October 10, 2005 in Lisbon, Portugal, as a parallel
event of TOPS 2005 The Ocean Policy Summit. The meet-
ing involved a dialogue between 17 public and private
donors. The group highlighted that country requirements
have to be articulated through specific requests to donors
and that resources need to be available for implementation.
The group also identified some emerging conclusions on
this issue, including that oceans are a priority and that this
message needs to be communicated to policy makers and
funding agencies. Roundtable participants noted that a
strategy is needed to engage the media, public, and think
tanks, and underscored the need to link funding with other
initiatives addressing poverty, economic growth, and busi-
ness promotion. In the ensuing discussion, participants
discussed the need for: developing countries to seek donors’
assistance and place oceans on their development agenda;
private partnerships to become the foundation for funding
large-scale projects; project proposals that meet local and
government priorities; clarity on how to prioritize oceans-
related funding; and an examination of the criteria applied
in helping protect marine resources, especially in SIDS.

The Oceans Donors Roundtable held a meeting on January
23, 2006, UNESCO, Paris. Among a number of topics dis-
cussed to address the scaling up of funding for ocean
issues, the Group discussed a possible on-going role for
such a group and its possible comparative advantage as the
only meeting of donors, from both the public and private
sector, directed at oceans, coasts and SIDS. It was recog-
nized that although donor agencies may have innovative
approaches to financing, they are not agenda setters, but
responsive to the global agenda which has been set and to
which governments are committed (e.g., Millennium
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Development Goals, WSSD Plan of Implementation), and
that donors should bear this agenda in mind.

At the 2008 4th Global Oceans Conference in Hanoi, a
review of the results of the Working Groups showed that
many emphasized the need for long-term capacity develop-
ment as the basis for forward movement in the topic area.
The Capacity Development Policy Brief recommended the
holding of a Donors Conference on Capacity Development
to develop a public/private strategy on long-term capacity
development in ocean and coastal management.

In the next phase, the Global Forum will work to organize
the Donors Conference on Capacity Development to
develop future joint strategies, especially around the issue
of ocean leadership awareness and vision among high-
level decision-makers.

Business and Industry Leaders Roundtable
1) TOPS 2005 The Ocean Policy Summit

October 10-14, 2005, Lisbon, Portugal

2) Third Global Conference on Oceans, Coasts,
and Islands

January 23-28, 2006, UNESCO, Paris, France

The Global Forum organized the Business and Industry
Leaders Roundtable to bring together key leaders from
ocean industries around the world. The Roundtable is
expected to address: 1) the contribution of each major
ocean industry to the global economy, 2) the trends and
challenges each major ocean industry will be facing in the
next decade, 3) in particular, the environmental and social
challenges each ocean industry will be facing, 4) approach-
es to addressing the emerging environmental and social
challenges ocean industries will be facing, and 5) the pos-
sible involvement of industry interests in the implementa-
tion of the global oceans agenda and in the work of the
Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands.

At the first meeting of the Business and Industry Leaders
Roundtable held at TOPS 2005 The Ocean Policy Summit
on October 12, 2005 in Lisbon, Portugal, representatives
from the range of ocean and coastal business and indus-
tries present shared their perspectives on the existing
and potential contribution of the private sector to the sus-
tainable development of oceans and coasts. The primary
purpose of the Roundtable is to support the sustainable
development of the oceans through the role of the private
sector. Business and industry representatives at the
Roundtable were clear that they were concerned about
their responsibility to shareholders, to customers, to stake-
holders, and their responsibility as employers and and
resources. The participants agreed that the Roundtable was

a useful means for bringing together the private sector and
global ocean stakeholders to build relationships
and understanding. Through the Roundtable, participants
hoped to generate dialogue on issues such as globalization
and technology changes, science and best practices, and
linking policy and practice.

In addition to building relationships among sectors
and between the private sector and oceans stakeholders,
participants suggested a potential framework for moving
forward. Participants thought it might be helpful to focus
on a particular theme in each future meeting (e.g. certifi-
cation, NGO partnerships) so as to direct the dialogue and
outcomes to targeted areas identified by participants.
Participants felt the Roundtable would be a useful means
for documenting and sharing best practices in sustainable
development of the oceans. The Roundtable could also be
a vehicle for engaging business and industry on ocean
issues by going to business and industry meetings to ‘mar-
ket’ the issues identified by the group.

The Roundtable organized a panel on Ocean Industries
during the 2006 Global Conference, which focused on the
importance of industry responsibility of sustainable prac-
tices. In addition, the necessity of building cross-sectoral
partnerships among business and ocean leaders is of
utmost importance. The panel highlighted several indus-
tries which have implemented sustainable practices and
which focus on the protection of biodiversity in the
oceans. Industries are working on protecting the oceans
from pollution and improving industry standards as well
as working with environmental organizations to achieve
sustainability goals. Higher quality standards for a variety
of products and environmental standards among corpora-
tions is a consensus of many industries. The panel called
for multiple stakeholder interaction where protection of
the oceans is concerned including further industry educa-
tion. The value of ocean industries is high and further
sustainability measures are recommended.

The Business and Industry Leaders Roundtable held a
meeting on January 24, 2006 at UNESCO in Paris in con-
junction with the 2006 Global Conference.

The Roundtable Meeting, following the panel session
highlighted sustainable development practices of various
industries, and emphasized the value of ocean industries
globally, regionally, nationally, and discussed the desirabil-
ity of producing a report on the contribution of ocean
industries to the global economy.

In 2007, the Global Forum focused on encouraging the
participation of industry leaders in various sectors in spe-
cific Working Groups charged with examining particular



42

The Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands Report of Activities 2005-2008

WSSD goals or emerging issues, as part of the process of
developing a strategic plan for advancing the global oceans
agenda to 2016.

The next step, once the strategic oceans planning effort has
been further elaborated and refined, will be to consult with
business and industry stakeholders on their perspectives on

the issues raised by the strategic planning efforts and to
reflect the opportunities and constraints that the industries
will be facing in the next decade. This will involve a
systematic effort to canvass and assess the perspectives of
business and industry leaders and to involve them in the
dialogue on advancing the global oceans agenda.
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